THE AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF HOM@OPATHY. 





Ew Rae TT 





————_ 


“ The agitation of thought is the beginning of Truth.” 





YOhe 


S. R. KIRBY, 


—-_—-- 


New-York, August, 1850. 


EDITOR. 


Ds 





a ey 


Angell, Engel & Hewitt, Printers, 1 Spruce-st. | 
. 

This Jovewat will be issued on the first of each | 
month, at Ong Dovtar a year in advance. City sub- | 
scribers will be regularly served at their residences by 
sending their names to 762 Broadway. 

Subscribers may remit to the Editor, by mail, the 
amount of their subscription. 

Subscribers can have the Journal sent to them by 
mail, on the above terms. 


All communications must be addressed (post paid) to | 
the Editor, 762 Broadway. 


American Journal of Homeopathy. | 


NEW-YORK, AUGUST, 1850. 
HOM@OPATHY CONSIDERED IN 
ITS RELATION TO SURGERY. 


“We believe that Homeopathy is quack- 
ery, and that its professors are a set of hum- | 
bugs. We cannot designate them by any other 
term. The foundations of the science of med- 
icine and surgery are based on a knowledge of 
anatomy and physiology. Has Homeopathy | 
any such substantial pillars to refer to for sup- 
port? What becomes of Homeopathy when 
applied to surgery ?—but who dares apply it 
to surgery? The mere mention of the thing 
is sufficient evidence of the fraud which is 
practised, when it is pretended to be applied 
for the cure of internal disease.”— Lancet, 
Sept. 29th, 1849. 

Among the many and important services | 
rendered by Homeopathy to the healing art, 
there is one, which, for want of reflexion, 
it must be, has not been acknowledged or 
recognized as fully and as universally as it 
should have been. It was reserved for it to 
show that an exact and profound knowledge 


of the virtues of our medicinal substances, is | 
| 


necessary to be as successful in the treatment 
of external diseases by internal remedies, as in 
that of internal affections. It has torn away 
the veil which concealed from surgery the true 
means of arriving at the degree of perfection 
and of dignity which was hitherto wanting to 
it; it has dissipated the darkness enveloping 
surgical pathology, and effaced the pretended 
difference existing between diseases, which 


| were oftentimes entwined together in the clo- 


sest manner. In fact, it has shown us the 


| means of restricting the operative part of sur- 
' gery, and of confining it to a small number of 


affections, which imperatively call for mechan- 
ical relief. 
Let us examine how Homeopathy has ful- 


| filled all these indications. 


ist. The principal part of the diseases called 


| local or externa! are but the refiexion of an in- 
| ternal and general morbid state of some organ 


or organs, upon which the external depend. 
Surgery had for a considerable time recog- 
nized this principle, thovgh it did not allow to 
it anything like its full extension. Experience 
warrants us in deciding that all diseases ap- 
parently external, which do not owe their 
origin to a mechanical, chemical, or dynami- 
cal influence from without, as wounds, burns, 
certain fiiflammations, contusions, &c., de- 


_ pend on internal morbid circumstances, how- 
ever inaccessible these circumstances may be 


to our senses; for we see that after the forced 


/removal of the affections called local, under 
| whatever form they may present themselves, 


there frequently come on diseases much more 
serious in internal parts; and that the latter 


| are generally suppressed by bringing back the 


former local Jesion. Thus we see cataract 


_ succeed to the suppression of an exanthem be- 


hind the ears, encephalitis to that of an erysip- 
elas in the face, hydrocephalus to that of tenia ; 
to asthma that of an eruption on the chest ; 
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apoplexy to the extirpation of tumors or the | action having been brought into play, or that 
head, ete. Iu the same way also local affec- | the internal disease which announced its exis- 
tions are effaced spontaneously after certain | tence by an external affection is perfectly 
changes which have come on in the constitu- | cured, and the latter alone still subsists, whether 
tion ; or after the cure of intense diseases, as | because by reason of its long duration, it has 
warts after the establishing of the menstrual | too deeply affected the organ attacked by it, 
discharge, of large tubercles on the head after | or because it is accompanied by a great mate- 
that of the hemorrhoidal discharge, cataract | rial change, circumstances which all two oppose 
after the cure of gout; in a word, under cir- | the disappearance of itself after the cessation 
cumstances wherein we may be far from sus- | of the preceding disease. On the contrary, 
pecting a connexion of causality. Neither as long as this local affection continues to 
must it be forgotten, that sometimes internal | make progress, it should be considered as a 
diseases become suddenly stationary, where | general disease ; for the circumstances which 
there begins to become developed an affection | have given rise to it still continue, and it is 
called local, that they then become extinct, as | only by removing them that we can arrest or 
it were, in their product, where the whole force | destroy their product. Thus, when after a 
of the evil is concentrated, to the influence of | chronic inflammation, there comes on any 
which the rest of the body ceases from thence- | part an exudation of plastic lymph, this pro- 
forward to be subjected. duct must be considered as inseparable from 
the inflamniation, as long as itself makes pro- 
gress, and that inflammatory action Jasts; 
but if after the cure of the inflammation the 
exudation should still persist, without increas- 
ing or exercising any dynamic influence on 


2d. Most of the affections deemed local 
are only so in reference to their manifestation, 
and not in reference to their effecis; for they 
soon draw with them sympatheticaliy in their 
sphere of action the entire organism, which in 





its turn may soon react on them. Not only is | the entire organism, we are warranted in see- 
it in the nature of certain local affections, such | ing in it a local affection, particularly when its 


as schirrus and different ulcers, to exercise | Substance is of a nature (os: “ous, for instance) 


after some time a general influence on the |such as the economy has much difficulty in 
getting rid of. 


body in which they exist, but further it de- | 
pends oftentimes on the greater or less degree 4th. Local diseases serve us very often to 
of excitability of the organism, whether it par- | judge whether the internal affection on which 
ticipates or not in an affection of one of its | they depend still continues, though latent and 
‘parts, as we see frequently in Jocal inflamma- | removed from our senses; they then become 
tions,in ophthalmy, burns, wounds, &c. But, | very important for diagnosis. Thus, a fistula 
once this participation takes place, the local | in ano, and which depends on the hemorrhoi- 
affections become in some degree dependent on | dal disease, is not cicatrized till after the cure 
the general affection, and may be exasperated | of the latter; and its untimely suppression has 
by it, or change character when it has its seat | more than once occasioned death; certain 
in an organism, that is very sensitive, which be- | chronic ulcers do not close till after the extinc- 
‘comes acutely affected. Schirrous knots (tu- | tion of the cause which kept them up, &c. 
mors) in a woman’s breast, after having been | Thus, when we see these local lesions disap- 
excited by a cause purely external, may, when | pear or diminish under the influence of the 
they have continued now for some time, draw | internal treatment, we may thence conclude 
after them a general affection ; but they then | that their internal cause is radically cured. 
discover their influence on the entire economy | 5th. The more acute a disease, which is 
by this circumstance, that their extirpation really and purely local, happens to be, the 
‘brings with it, either the reproduction of the | more easily and readily does it react on the 
disease in an analogous part, or hectic fever Pentire organism, so as to become thereby a 
and death. general disease. A whitlow soon extends its 
3d. An external disease can be considered | influence to all the vascular and nervous sys- 
as really local only when all participation of | tem. It excites disturbance, want of sleep, 
the entire organism is extinct, and that we are | spasmodic affections: the reflexion of the local 
satisfied, either that it has been excited by a | affection on the whole system may even be 
cause purely external, without any general re- | sufficient to cause the general disease to be- 
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come predominant, and as it presents more 
danger than the other, we may be obliged to 
sooth it before attending to the other. 

6th. The organic changes which come on 
in local affections are sometimes withdrawn 
from the entire organism, and then form a 
separate whole ; but these material evils al- 
ways yield with more difficulty, and more 
slowly, than dynamic evils. We succeed more 
easily and more frequently in putting a stop to 
dynamic affections associated with a local dis- 
ease, and in curing the change itself of sub- 
stance, and it not rarely happens, that the lat- 
ter begins to yield, when the dynamic pheno- 
mena disappear, though it then may remain 
stationary, and appear by "o means amenable 
to medicinal influences. 

7th. The long standing of the disease, the 
constitution, age, temperament, sex of the 
patient, the previous or simultaneous affections, 
and their possible connexion with the present 
morbid state, are so many circumstances which 
ought to be carefully considered, when we 
wish to appreciate a local disease. 

Now before passing to the therapeutic prin- 
ciples. We must enter into some generalities 
in this respect, and try to dissipate some doubts 
which might arise in the minds of persons not 
familiarized with the spirit of Homaopathy, 
relatively to its application to surgery. When 
we seek, in the Materia Medica Pura, a rem- 
edy for an internal disease, we find several, 
whose symptoms agree sufficiently with those 
of the natural affection ; but it is no longer the 
same, when we make this research for an ex- 
ternal disease. It is very rare, then, that we 
find organic changes marked with precision, 
so that it seems that one would be very uncer- 
tain as to the choice, and oftentimes could not 
even make it. However, it is not so; and in 
neglecting none of the means at our disposal, 
we soon see that it is easy to find the remedy 
every time, and to dissipate material changes. 
Several ways present themselves to attain this 
end, but they all set out from this point, that 
here, as in every therapeutic operation, the 
most certain diagnosis, even in circumstances 
which appear insignificant, is the best means 
of arriving at the truth: a thing which proves 
how wrong it iste refuse the scientific and 
rational character to Homeopathy, whilst that 
which distinguishes it above all is the fidelity 
to its dogmas, precision in the examination of 
diseases, and the extreme care used in the 
choice of medicines. 





on the occasional cause, and on the first phe- 
nomena which appeared on the first superven- 
tion of the disease. Though the occasional 
causes of diseases may bave exhausted their 
action for a long time and have disappeared, 
when we are called in to cure their products, 
still some of them give to the latter a special 
and. persistent character which appropriates 
them to such or such a medicine, so that 
another substance, apparently as suitable, 
could do nothing against them (the products). 
Thus cataract, caused by a blow on the eye, 
is cured exclusively by Conium, which is of 
no avail in other species of this affection. 
Sprains and their consequences yield to Arnica, 
whilst Axtimonium possesses great virtues 
against rheumatic inflammations and the evils 
connected with them. But the study of the 
circumstances which accompany a disease at 
its appearance, is particularly important, when 
at a subsequent period there exist no more 
symptoms, and the organic lesion alone remains 
isolated. Then we select in preference that 
remedy, among the symptoms of which are 
found those which existed at the origin of the 
evil. 

2d. We have regard to the gradual pro- 
gress of the disease ; we seek for the nature of 
the symptoms which then manifested them- 
selves; we examine whether they were inflam- 
matory or not, what organs were specially af- 
fected, in what circumstances, in what changes 
of the constitution they appe-~ed, &c. For 
all these particulars contribute to guide in the 
choice of a remedy. 

3d. It is of the utmost importance to have 
regard to the general diseases, which have pre- 
ceded or accompanied the appearance of the 
local affection, as also to the medicines em- 
ployed against it, and to form an exact idea of 
the entire present state of the body. When 
we know the diseases antecedent or simulta- 
neous, their progress, their cessation, their re- 
lations to the local affection ; when we know 
that an old affection has been probably trans- 
formed into this latter, and remains under its 
mask, we already have a valuable datum for 
the determination of the remedy, since we can 
direct it against the disease which existed be- 
fore. When we know the medicines pre- 
viously employed, they sometimes give hints 
on the nature and mode of appearance of the 
local disease, of which they themselves may 
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have been partly a cause, and prevent us from 
having recourse to a remedy which already 
forms an integrant part of the cause. But 
that which is most necessary is duly to ascer- 
tain the morbid state of the entire organism, 
which co-exists with a local affection: for it 
not uncommonly happens that the excess or 
insufficiency of nutrition, the incomplete devel- 
opment of a disposition to hemorrhoids, or 
a periodical gouty affection, but very little 
marked, may be the cause of the local diseases, 
as cataract, ulcers, &c., which can only be 
cured by causing this morbid state to disappear, 
and which, without this, bid defiance to all 
imaginable remedies. 

4th. We must particularly pay attention to 
the most prominent symptoms, for instance, 
the inflammatory, which go in concert with 
the local affection, and we must discover and 
be assured that those symptoms exist among 
those of the medicine to be employed ; because 
it very often happens that to their existence is 
owing that of the local evil, which ceases as 
soon as these are made to disappear by the 
appropriate meaus. We shall only notice 
chilblains which yield often promptly, when 
we oppose to the sensations which accompany 
them remedies proper to extinguish them. 

5th. We should attach much importance to 
the diagnosis of the least circumstances, and 
of the most remote symptoms. Though the 
Materia Medica Pura notices in precise terms 
but a very small number of the organic lesions 
of the body, yet it notes perfectly the dynamic 
lesions which accompany them: for example, 
the pain, heat, redness, and in general, the 
symptoms relative to the vascular and nervous 
systems. All to be done is to seek these lat- 
ter with the greatest care, to compare their 
characters with those of the medicines, and 
not to overlook the slightest circumstance, the 
least pain, even in an organ remote from that 
which suffers, in order to cure happily the ma- 
terial affection. Each ulcer, if we may so say, 
has its own phenomena,—a pain which cha- 
racterizes it, its exacerbations, and its partic- 
ular effects on the whole body ; each inflam- 
matory swelling is accompanied by separate 
symptoms; many cataracts alter vision spe- 
cially ; the pain is often very different in the 
different swellings of the testicles, &e. Under 
all these circumstances, we must have recourse 
to different means. Now, if we admit that 
the dynamic accidents, in connection with 





these states, of which the pure materia med- 
ica gives the indication, are the first announce- 
ments of them, that they express the purely 
dynamic suffering by which they were pre- 
ceded, and that they do not also designate tho 
material secondary affection, it is only because 
the medicinal substance has not acted long 
enough, nor intensely enough, on the organ- 
ism; it will not be difficult to ascertain tha 
these medicaments may serve us to cure the 
dynamic accidents, and with them the secon- 
dary material accidents, since the latter must 
necessarily yield, when those which are the 
cause of them no longer exist. 


After these preliminary remarks, we may 
pass on to the exposition of the therapeutic 
principles themselves which Homeopathic sur- 
gery presents to us. 


Ist. Homeopathy cures external affections 
of the dynamic species by internal means. 
According to the principle established above, 
that most of the diseases called local depend 
on general diseases, and according also to the 
ascertained fact, that medicines tried on man 
in health produce as many internal as external 
affec:ions, we employ against these latter the 
internal means recognized as appropriate, to 
the exclusion of every external remedy. Ob- 
servation at the patient's bedside has sufficient- 
ly proved to us that this method is more sure 
and more prompt than any other to obtain the 
cure; that we thereby avoid the inconvenience 
of causing the disappearance of only a local 
evil, to excite in its stead an internal affection 
more serious ; that we derive from it a valua- 
ble diagnostic sign, the disappearance of which, 
during the internal treatment, proves that the 
disease which performs the part of cause is 
really cured ; and that thus we come to cure 
certain affections, which after any other man- 
ner would admit of no radical cure. We see 
not what arguments could be opposed to the 
treatment of local diseases by internal remedies, 
since these affections present themselves even 
in internal organs, the heart, ovaries, the 
glandular system of the abdomen, the lungs, 
liver, where external remedies have no access, 
and being so placed, they have never been as- 
signed to the domain of surgery, and still we 
succeed in curing them by internal means. 

On what, then, would the prerogative rest, 
which the splanchnic organs should enjoy in 
this respect over the parts of the body situate 
externally? Are not the jatter as well as the 
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former parts of the whole connected to it most 


closely ; and do not medicines come equally 
both to the one and to the other? It is, then, 
habit only which has prevented us from chang- 
ing sooner our methods of proceeding against 
local evils, and from employing, with respect 


| 





to them, precepts of internal medicine, so much | 


the better, as we should be thoroughly per- 


suaded that local remedies, employed under | 


the form of plasters or frictions, act but by a 
dynamic influence. Were we not for a long 
time in the habit of attacking solely by internal 
remedies, dartres, for instance, even not ac- 


| 
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which are known to be the most powerful and 
most energetic of all. From the circumstance 
that these external evils, for example, inflam- 
mations, direct their attacks against the entire 
body, excite fever, general illness, loss of sleep, 
spasmodic phenomena, &c., it is still easier to 
cure them by internal remedies, the organism 
being-then placed in a state of receptivity 
pushed to the extreme; and this mode of treat- 
ment becomes so much the more necessary as 
the entire body is threatened, and means pure- 
ly external are slow in turning away the dan- 
ger which is impending over it, and the state 


companied with the least apparent general 
affection, and this, as it was said, through fear 
ef obliging them to throw themselves on a 


| of the patient may soon become very serious. 
| Though the Homeopathic remedy may, in 
| many cases, be employed externally also, we 


more important organ? 
same circumspection with respect to several 


Why not use the | 


are not able to calculate thus the degree of its 


| action, because we are obliged thus to increase 


other local affections, since experience (and | 


here a single fact, even the rarest, makes the 
law,) tells us that there is a possibility of doing 
mischief by acting otherwise? We do not 


_ its dose ; besides there is attained thereby only 
| a part of the end, as we do nothing against 


the general affection. It is not so in 


mple 


wounds, in which we can effect no relief and 


treat cases of ophthalmia and tumefactions of | hasten the cure by a proper internal treatment, 


scrofulous bones by external means; from this 
alone, that they are there, we conclude the 
existence of the scrofalous disease, even when 
no apparent signs reveal a general affection. 


directed against the inflammation, the pains, 
_and the other phenomena which accompany 


them. When experience has given us some 
lessons, we are surprised at the promptitude 


Exact observations will equally convince us | with which Homeopathy cures erysipelatous 


that most other local evils are connected with 
an internal morbid state, and they cannot be 
at all treated efficaciously by topical means. 
2d. Diseases even which are purely local, 
which, for instance, depend on an external le- 
sion, are cured by the help of internal remedies, 
and so much the more easily, the more acute 
they are, and the more they reflect on the 
entire organism. It is certain that there exist 
also diseases simply jocal, among which I shall 
only notice wounds and inflammations owing 
to external influence, which do not perhaps 
excite any trace of a general affection in a 
body strongly organized, but which still admit 
or require internal means, without any®xternal, 
because then the cure is obtained with more 
rapidity and certainty. We obtain this result 
so much the more easily, according as the dis- 
ease is the more acute, seeing that the suffer- 
ing part is more accessible to the impressions 
of the external remedy, as in inflammations. 
By proceeding in this way, we avoid with 


| inflammations, 


| 


whitlows, ophthalmia, ete. 
Heister states, that he has cured, in the space 
of twelve hours, nearly 2,000 whitlows by the 
application of the gray ointment, to which he 


| consequently attributes a specific power in 


| 


such cases. He knew not how to act Homeo- 
pathically, without which the cure could not 


have been either certain or prompt. What 


would not have been his surprise to see that 





more certainty the danger of serious consecu- | 


tive diseases, for instance, suppuration, gan- 
grene, &c., than by means of the ordinary pro- 
cess; because the cure goes on much more 
rapidly, and is effectuated by specific remedies, 


to-day we possess so many other means against 
this affection, that we give them all internally, 
and that still we attain the end much more 
promptly. 

3d. Sometimes we cure by the simultane- 
ous use, internally and externally, of the Ho- 
meopathic remedy, or else we make the one 
follow the other. We have already said, that 
occasionally the local evils are isolated, that is 
to say, remain without any change, when the 
internal disease on which they depend has 
been destroyed, and the most appropriate means 
no longer exercise any influence on them. 
We have also said, that it oftens happens to 
those which are of a purely external origin, 


| to remain without any variation after the ex- 


tinetion of the dynamic phenomena by which 
they were accompanied. These cases are 





54 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCEOPATHY. 








chiefly those where we administer simultane- 
ously the Homeopathic remedy, internally and 
externally. We employ it, then, internally 
without diluting it, unless the substance is 
acrid or caustic, and the excitement seems to 
increase the receptivity of the diseased part 
for the internal remedy, so as to suffer the lat- 
ter to exercise its influence on it. We pursue 
the same course when a local affection has 
been excited solely by external causes ; when 
it has not drawn in by sympathy the rest of 
the organism, is very old, the part evinces but 
little excitability, the disease occasions no dy- 
namic symptom, and the patient is very ro- 
bust apd not very sensible to the effects of 
remedies, especially in a chronic affection. In 
such a case we may content ourselves with 
applying the Homeopathic remedy externally, 
and allowing it to act for some time, or even 
to repeat it. It is useful even to employ it in 
frictions, because the mechanical irritation ren- 
ders the part more easily affected by it. We 
must then have recourse to the forms under 
which the medicament is most penetrating: 
thus electricity and magnetism are of great aid, 
when used before other means, or alternately 
with them. Thus, in certain encysted tumors, 
exudations of coagulable lymph, excrescences, 
and warts, it is useful to employ the Homeo- 
pathic remedy, whether alone internally, or at 
the same time externally and internally, when 
any circumstances require it, and thus we are 
led to expect a greater effect. 

4th. Local affections, with change of sub- 
stance, require stronger doses than acute and 
internal diseases. ‘These doses must also be 
more frequently repeated, that they may act 
for a long time, and that the part affected may 
be as it were suturated with it, for otherwise 
their action vanishes before having sufficiently 
affected an inveterate evil. It is with this 
same view that we then select remedies whose 
action lasts a long time. This precaution is 
frequently necessary for goitre, old and obsti- 
nate ulcers in the !egs, and hernie not yet ac- 
companied with material changes. 

5th. During treatment by internal means, 
we abstain from every kind of dressing ; for 
instance, herniary bandages, coercing and re- 
straining bandages, plasters, ungeuts, &c. We 
are coutent with covering the part with linen, 
and the ulcers with lint. Pressure and greasy 
substances, which soon become rancid, occasion 
in the affected parts a change unfavorable to 
eure, which becomes more difficult and slow. 





6th, It is only when a local evil obstinately 
resists the prolonged employment of known 
remedies, and is accompanied with inconyey/- 
ences, which require that we should stop it 
promptly, or when it is of a mechanical nature 
and such that its removal alone can put a ter- 
mination to vertain dangerous resuits, that wo 
think ourselves obliged to have recourse to 
mechanical means, bandages, machines, cut. 
ting instruments, trepan, &c. But if, after 
an operation, other general affections come on, 
we must treat them in a manner suitablo to 
their nature.—Hom. Times. 


THE DISEASE, THE REMEDY, AND 
THE DOSE. 


“Tr the physician clearly perceives what is 
to be cured in diseases, that isto say, in every 
individual case of disease (knowledge of dis- 
eases, indication) ; if he clearly perceives 
what is curative in medicines, that is to say, 
in each individual medicine (knowledge of 
medicinal powers) ; and if he knows how to 
apply, according to clearly defined principles, 
what is curative in medicines, to what he has 
discovered to be undoubtedly morbid in the 
patient, so that recovery must ensue ; if he 
knows how to apply it, as well in respect to 
the suitability of the medicine most adapted 
from its mode of action to the case before him 
(choice of the remedy, the medicine indica- 
ted), as also in respect to the exact mode of 
preperation and quantity of it required (proper 
dose), and to the proper period for repeating 
the dose ; if, finally, he knows the obstacles 
to recovery in each case, and how to remove 
them, so that the restoration may be perma- 
nent, t/ en he understands how to treat dis- 
eases judiciously and rationally, and he is a 
true practitioner of the healing art.”—Hah- 
nemann’s Organon. 

“ We presume that none even of our oppo- 
nents would be so hardy as to deny that this 
is a just description of the requirements to be 
expected of him who professes to be a healer 
of disease. We purpese to contrast the ways 
of the Allopathist and the Homeopathist in 
these three particulars: the way of consider- 
ing the disease in connection with the treat- 
ment, the choice of remedies, and the way of 
administering them. 

“We acknowledge the great pains that 
many distinguished practitioners of the old 
school have taken, and are taking, in investi- 
gating the character of disease, so far as such 

nowledge can be derived from physiology 


and pathology. We gladly confess our obli- 
gations to such meritorious and pains-taking 


men. But let us see them in close contact 
with disease in the living animated body, and 
we find at once their deficiency in treating 
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such disease medicinally, even when compared 
with a Homeopathist, who may be far inferior 
to them in all other knowledge, except the 
law of healing and the manner of viewing the 
relation between the remedy and the disease. 
The best Allopathist, from his want of the 
Homeopathic law, and from his ignorance 
that remedy and disease are strictly correla- 
tive, is fain to treat for the most part one 
symptom at atime. If that is abated, or dis- 

missed, he then attacks another, and so on ; 
but the while, medicinal symptoms arise, 
which he looks on as new symptoms of the 
disease, and so he goes on making bad worse. 
If his patient is dismissed by him as cured, 
he is not cured, but has in him either a 
masked or a medicinal disease. If this be 
the case in acute diseases, which are said to 
require heroic means for their cure, it is to a 
far greater extent the case in chronic com- 
plaints, which form considerably the greatest 
part of the maladies for which the medical 
practitioner is consulted. 

The Homeopathist, on the other hand, 
is bound to consider the totality of the 
symptoms, and to choose a remedy which co- 
vers as many as possible of these symptoms. 
If it should so occur that any single remedy 
covers all the «~mptoms present, that is assu- 
redly the Ho, _ pathic specific for that mala- 
dy. The p..«ent is treated in reference not 
only to his present condition, but, in chronic 
cases especially, his whole antecedent physical 
history is passed in review ; any taint derived 
through his parents, and any disease he may 
have had in infancy, childhood, youth, or 
after-life, are taken into consideration ; his 
temperament and his mental disposition and 
characteristics are taken into account; and 
the remedy or successive remedies are chosen 
in reference to all the particulars of the case. 
With the conscientious Homeopathist there 
is no such thing as treating the name of a 
disease. ‘‘ Every physician,” says Hahne- 
mann, “ who treats diseases according to their 
general characters, however he may affect to 
claim the name of Homeopathist, is, and ever 
will remain, in fact, a generalizing Allopath ; 
for without the most minute individualization, 
Homeopathy is not conceivable.” So it will 
be seen that, though he knows physiology and 
pathology in general, and the character of 
any disease in hand in its pathological rela- 
tion, the trae Homeopathist will individualize 
the case. No two leaves on any tree, and 
no two human faces, are exactly alike ; there 
is the same infinite diversity in disease. 

“ Here at once is a broad contrast between 
the ways and means of one school and of the 
other. 

“Nor is the contrast less between the 
choice of curative agents by the Homeo- 
pathist, and the choice of agents, in the hope 
of cure, by the Allopathist. The former has 
his law of healing, the analogy between the 
remedy and the disease ; he makes use of his 
law, and applies his remedy with a confidence 





that is in exact proportion to his knowledge of 
disease, his carefulness in individualizing each 
case, and his mastery of his Materia Medica : 
while the lJatter, without any certain law, 
and without any fixed principles, is evermore 
in doubt and difficulty. One time the pulse 
is too high, and must be reduced, another 
time too low, and must be raised ; at one time 
he has recourse to divers evacuations, at an- 
other gives remedies to check them. In fact, 
excepting in the case of two or three speci- 
fics for two or three diseases, he knows not 
certainly the effect of any of his remedies, 
From this uncertainty he generally prescribes 
several ; in former times, from five to twenty 
medicines not unfrequently appeared in one 
prescription. Here again ke is at a loss, for 
he assuredly cannot tell the effects of this 
combination, or of any one part of it. So the 
patient is necessarily at the mercy of his po- 
lypharmacy. ‘“ Kill or cure,” “ anceps reme- 
dium,” the doubtful remedy, “ the remedy 
worse than the disease,” and other sayings of 
the sort have passed into proverbs sufficiently 
indicative of the danger and the uncertainty 
of the old-school practice. We pause not to 
specify the dangers of bleeding, and of large 
doses of mineral or vegetable poisons; we 
wish our papers from Hahnemann’s text to 
be suggestive of thought and reflection to the 
public and the profession, and purposely ab- 
stain from minute detail. 

** While the doses of the old school are still 
large, and several medicines are still given at 
a time, the Homeopathist giving his single 
remedy at a time, has a great latitude in the 
choice of the dose. Whatever it may be, 
though it may (very rarely,) produce some 
medicinal perturbation, it cannot jnjure the 
patient or compromise his safety. It is well 
known to the Homeopathic public that most 
of the Homeopathic practitioners use the 
lower dilutions or potencies in acute diseases, 
and the higher in chronic. We advise cler- 
gymen and others, who, from the want or 
the distance of a medical man, take or dis- 
pense our remedies, to confine the range of 
their dilutions between three and thirty. 

“ Non cuivis contingit adire Corinthum,” 
it should be reserved for the most expert and 
experienced Homeopathist only to ascend 
higher in the scale. The limit we have men- 
tioned is that which Hahnemann himself as- 
signed: he said the line must be drawn some- 
where, and he chose that the ascending scale 
should stop at thirty. 

“We request our readers to read etten- 
tively and weigh well the following quotation 
from the Introduction to Hahnemann’s Orga- 
non :— 

“ All semblance of appropriate treatment 
of diseases was completely lost, by a practice, 
in the earliest times, and even made into @ 
rule, | mean the mixture, in a prescription, 
of various medicinal substances, whose real 
action was, almost without an exception, un- 
known, and which, without any one excep- 
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tion, invariably differed so much among each folly evident to every reflecting and unpre- 


other. One medicine (the sphere of whose 
medicinal effects was unknown,) was placed 
foremost as the principal remedy (basis), and 
was designed to subdue what the physician 
deemed the chief character of the disease. 
To this was added some other drug (equally 
unknown as regards the sphere of its medici- 
nal action,) for the removal! of some particular 
accessory symptom, or to strengthen the ac- 
tiou of the first (adjuvans) : and besides these, 
yet another (likewise unknown as to the 
sphere of its medicinal powers), a pretended 
corrective (corrigens). ‘These were all mized 
together, (boiled, infused, &c.,) and along 
with them some medicinal syrup, or distilled 
medicinal water, also with different properties, 
would be included in the formula; and it was 
supposed that each of the ingredients of this 
mixture would perform, in the diseased body, 
the part allotted to it by the prescriber’s 
imagination, without suffcring itself to be dis- 
turbed or led astray by the other things mixed 
up along with it; which, however, could not 
in reason be expected. One ingredient sus- 
pended wholly or partially the action of an- 
other, or communicated to it and to the other: 
a mode of action and operation never antici- 
pated nor calculated on, so that it was impos- 
sible the expected effect could be obtained. 
There frequently occurred a new morbid de- 
rangement, which, from the incomprehensible 
changes imparted to substances by their ad- 
mixture, was not and could not have been 
foreseen, which escaped observation amid the 
tumaltuous symptoms of the disease, and 
which became perminent from a lengthened 
employment of the prescription. 

“ Accordingly, an artificial disease was 
added to and complicated the original disease, 
causing an aggravation of the latter ;.or if the 
prescription was not often repeated, but su- 
perseded by one or more new prescriptions, 
composed of other ingredients, given in rapid 
succession, then the very least that could hap- 
pen was a farther depression of the strength ; 
for the substances administered in that way 
neither had, nor could have had, any direct 
pathological relation to the original malady, 
but only attacked, in a useless and injurious 
manner, parts that were least implicated in 
the disease. 

** The mixture of several medicines, even if 
the effects of each single medicine on the 
human body were accurately known—(the 
prescription-writer, however, often knows not 
the thousandth part of their effects)—the as- 
sociation in one formula of several such ingre- 
dients, I repeat, many of which are them- 
selves of a very compound nature, and the pe- 
culiar action of any one of which is as 
as unknown, although in reality it always 
differs from that of the others,—and the ad- 
ministration of this incompr h ibl mixture 
to the patient in large and frequently repeated 
doses, in order therewith to obtain some pur- 
posed, certain, curative effect, is a piece of 





judiced person. 
* The result naturally belies every expec- 
tation that has been formed. ‘There certainly 
"ensue changes and results, but none of an ap- 
propriate character, none beneficial—all inja- 
rious, destructive! I should like to see any 
one who would call the blind inroads of such 
prescriptions on the deceased human body, 
a cure! 

“It is only by guiding what still remains 
of the vital principle in the patient to the pro- 
per performance of its functions, by means of 
a suitable medicine, that a cure can be ex- 
pected ; but not by enervating the body to 
death, secundum artem. But yet the old 
school knows not what else to do with patients 
suffering from chronic diseases, than to attack 
the sufferers with drugs that do nothing 
but torture them, waste their strength and 
fluids, and shorten their lives! Can it be said 
to save while it destroys? Does it deserve 
any other name than that of a mischievous 
(non-healing) art. It acts lege artis, in the 
most inappropriate manner, and it does, it 
would almost seem purposely a\)\oa, that is to 
say, the very opposite of what it should do. 
Can it be commended? Canit be any longer 
tolerated ? 

* It was high time for the wise and benevo- 
lent Creator and Preserver of mankind to put 
a stop to this abomination, to command a 
cessation of these tortures, and to reveal a 
healing art, the very opposite of this; which 
should not waste the vital juices and powers 
by emetics, perennial scouring out of the 
bowels, diaphoretics, salivation, &c.; nor shed 
the life’s blood, nor torment and weaken with 
painful appliances ; nor in place of curing pa- 
tients suffering from diseases, render them in- 
curable by the addition of new, chronic, medi- 
cinal maladies, by the means of the long-con- 
tinued use of wrong powerful medicines of un- 
known properties ; nor yoke the horse behind 
the cart, by giving strong palliatives, accord- 
ing to the old favorite axiom, contraria con- 
trariis curantur; nor, in short, instead of 
lending the patient aid, to guide him in the 
way to death, as is done by the merciless 
routine practitioner :—but which, on the con- 
trary, should spare the patient's strength as 
much as possible, and should rapidly and 
mildly effect an unalloyed and permanent 
eure by means of smallest doses of simple 
medicine, well considered, and selected ac- 
cording to their proved effects by the only 
therapeutical law conformable to nature—si- 
milia similibus curantur. It was high time 
that He should permit the discovery of Ho- 
meopathy. 

‘‘ By observation, reflection, and experi- 
ment, [ discovered that, in opposition to the 
old Allopathic method, the true, the proper, 
the best mode of treatment is contained in the 
maxim: to effect a mild, rapid, certain, and 
permanent cure, choose in every case of dis- 
ease a medicine which can itself produce an 
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affection similar (b:0.0v was) to that sought 


to be cured. 
« Hitherto no one has ever taught this Ho- 


meopathic method of cure,—no one has 
actised it; but if the truth is only to be 
found in this method, as I can prove it to be, 
we might expect that, even though it remain- 
ed unperceived for thousands of years, distinct 
traces of it would yet be discovered in every 
age. And such is the fact.” 
' Qar illustrious founder, who so manfully 
has declared his solemn conviction not only 
that his therapeutical law is the only true law 
of healing, but ascribes his discovery of it to 
the goodness of God in making it known to 
him for the benefit of mankind, then relates 
some examples, in different ages, of these 
Homeopathic cures, which we reserve for 
some future number ; and after citing many 
remarkable instances of the kind, he thus con- 
cludes this part of his subject, and the intro- 
duction to his Organon. “ How near was 
the great truth sometimes of being appre- 
hended! But it was dismissed with a mere 
passing thought, and thus the indispensable 
change of the antiquated medical treatment of 
disease, of the improper therapeutic system 
© hitherto in vogue, into a real, true, and cer- 
? tain healing art, remained to be accomplished 
in our own times.” —Hom. Times. 


“WHO ARE THE REGULARS?” 


Tue New-York Medical Gazette aske“ who 
are the regulars?” but leaves the question 
' unanswered. The Gazette, as well as other 
allopathic Journals, are constantly harping 
upon the “ regulars,” and with but very little 
sense. 

One would suppose from the excitement 
among allopathists on the question, that it is 
no easy task to furnish the true answer ; yet 
nothing is easier. He who has read medicine 
the prescribed time, and received a Diploma 
from an institution authorised to confer it ; is 
a regular physician, even if he be a knave or 
a fool. If the mode of practice were the test 
of regularity; where should our allopathic 
brethren be classed? Most certainly, among 
the most irregular, for hardly two of them 
agree in the treatment of the sick, as those 
who have had occasion for their services 
know full well. 

The word “ regulars ” is used by allopathists 
in their conversations and writings, as politi- 
cians employ certain phrases to gain influence 
among the unthinking for party purposes. 
We conclude with the remarks on the same 
subject, by G. M. Scott, M. D. of Glasgow, 
to the Editor of the Homeopathic Times. 








Sir. Regular—according to rule. Rega- 
lar practice—practice directed by a definite 
rale, or entered upon in accordance with an 
estublished rule. In the first of these views, 
it appears to me that Homeopathic practice 
being the only method that even professes a 
definite rule or law is the best entitled of any 
to be considered regular : and in the second, 
those practitioners who have submitted to the 
course of study and series of examinations en- 
joined by those in authority previous to enga- 
ging in practice, are entitled to the term, 
whatever be their theoretical sentiments. Of 
course, I suppose houesty and candor on 
their parts. Iam not prepared to approve 
cordially of those who, though resolved to 
practise Homeopathically, undergo their 
examinations in such a manner as to leave no 
such impression on the mind of the examiners, 
and therefore warrant a contrary impression, 
This is to take episcopal ordination iu order, 
securely and respectably, to preach indepen- 
dency. But the man who has diligently fur- 
nished himself with the prescribed amount of 
knowledge, and, making no secret of his sen- 
timents, submits himself to examination, and 
receives his diploma, is justly entitled to all 
that such diploma can bestow ;—it is itself an 
expression of satisfaction on the part of the 
examiners, with the knowledge and also with 
the sound judgment of the candidate, and his 
capability of judging for himself in the details 
of practice. ‘To such a certificate as this the 
unprofessional public are entitled ; but to sup- 
pose that an examination should be an in- 
quiry how far the candidate exactly coincides 
with the examiners, end to make his diploma 
to turn upon such coincidence, is to introduce 
inquisitorial persecution and its consequent 
impediment to progress. What would have 
been the present state of medicine, if all can- 
didates had been bound by a set of rules sanc- 
tiened and stereotyped in the reign of Henry 
VIIL? Of course, we should have been pre- 
cisely at the same stoge as the physicians of 
his time, and our relative position in respect 
to every other class and profession somewhat 
grotesque. 

But if a person, having received his diplo- 
ma after a satisfactory proof not merely of 
his competence but also of his orthodoxy, 
afterwards adopts different sentiments, what 
is the proper and manly course for him to pur- 
sue? Should he voluntarily return his diplo- 
ma to the bedy from which he obtained it? 
[ conceive that integrity does not require any 
such proceeding: an honest expression of his 
sentiments is all that appears to me dictated 
by rigid conscientiousness ; if otherwise, any 
physician who in the course of practice should 
have reason to deviate from the methods 
adopted at the period of his graduation. must 
forthwith restore his diploma; the physician 
of forty years’ practice must be restricted to 
the sentiments he held when a young man of 
twenty-four; if, when he graduated, it was 
enforced in the bond, that small-pox should 
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be treated with hot drinks, innumerable 
blankets, closed windows, and red bed hang- 
ings,—should he unluckily come to think that 
cool drinks, cool coverings, and fresh air were 
better, aud that red bed-hangings were not 
essentially important ; he must forego his pre- 
vious position and restore his warrant for 
practising into the hands of those from whom 
he received it. Before any such conduct can 
be obligatory on any who may have changed 
their opinions subsequent to graduation, the 
college that bestows the diploma mast pass a 
definite law of exclusion of the particular sen- 
timents adopted, in which case, none holding 
them should present themselves for examina- 
tion, and those subsequently adopting them 
should resign their diploma, provided it was 
obtained after the passing of such a condem- 
natory law.”—Hom. Times. 





INFINITESIMAL DOSES. 


A FinaL character was wanting to the 
new system ; sci. the character of infinity. 
All the sciences of the times gone by are 
limited and material, whilst those for the 
time to come bring man to the idea of in- 
finity. Astronomy astounds us by the 
immensity of the heavens ; those infinitely 
minute objects which the microscope re- 
veals to us, are no less deserving of our 
wonder; the undulatory theory of light 
has rendered perceptible quantities of un- 
heard of minuteness : the human eye re- 
ceives on the retina the impression of stars 
seattered throughout space; a sphere of 


fifteen hundred millions of leagues are | 


actually painted on a surface of a line and 
a half. Should not the art of healing, a 
fortiori, come forth from the narrow do- 
main of materiality, and outstrip by a 


bold flight the progressive sciences over | 


the immense plain of infinity ? 

Up to the present day such has not 
been the case. It is, on the contrary, the 
generally received opinion, and in some 
measure perhaps warranted, that medical 
studies have a tendency to render their 
votaries materialists, and that religious 
faith even, is more or less inspired by 
physiological pursuits. Homeopathy, it 
is to be hoped, pats an end to this state of 
things, and brings back medicine to the 
en which it never should have quitted. 

old as the followers of Lewhenhoeck and 
Galileo, Hahnemann’s disciple, his most 
valuable scientific conquests over the fields 
infinity. He divides and subdivides mat- 
ter to a prodigious extent, He proceeds 
not only abreast with the natura! philoso- 
pher, armed with his microscope, bat long 
after the latter is stopped in his career in 
utter amazement before the indefinitely 


decreasing series of beings, he shows tp 
astonished man that the pathogenetic actio, 
continues appreciably to manifest itself oy 
the living tissues, and is capable either oj 
producing a change in human health, o; 
of re-establishing it when it has become 
changed. 


come to the consideration of a subjec; 
which has proved a greater stumbling. 
block with respect to Homeopathy, than 
any other matter; we mean the minute 
doses employed by Homeopathic pracii- 
tioners. We have no hesitation in stat. 
ing that, with respect to all the erroneous 
opinions entertained against a system, no 
more erroneous, more ill-grounded opinion 
could be harbored against any system than 
that the doctrine of small doses was es. 
sentially connected with Homeopathy, 
Itis a fact well known, that when Hahne- 
mann first commenced to administer medi- 
cines on the Homeopathic law, he pre- 
scribed it in nearly as large doses as are 
now ordinarly prescribed in Allopathy; 
but he soon saw that such doses, when 
so applied, not only aggravated the dis- 
ease before they cured it, but produced 
besides symptoms of their own, which 
made the aspect of the disorder more com- 
plicated. He accordingly did what any 
one else would have done, namely, dimi- 
nished his doses, and saw that the diseases 
were not only cured as before, but were 
so ina much milder, safer, and more ex- 
peditious manner. He thus arrived gra- 
dually, and always guided by experi- 
ence, at the small doses which are now 
generally employed by Homeopaths. 
Every medical man who adops Homeo- 
pathy, distrusts these small doses, till ex- 
perience shows him they are ithe hest 
adapted for the cure of disease. When 
| a considerable number of scientific medi- 
|cal men have within the last fifty years 
|undertaken the same experiments always 
| with the same results, how are persons 
/who never made a single proper experi- 
| ment, justified in denying the efficacy of 
| these doses ? 

| The law of specificity at once accounts 
for the efficacy of small doses in disease. 
| To explain this: —Every one is aware of 
the specific affinity subsisting between 
iron and the magnet; let any quantity of 
any other metal save iron be brought in 
contact with the magnet, there will be no 
attraction, whereas the smallest particle o! 
iron will be attracted. A similar pheno- 
menon is the extreme sensitiveness of a 
chemical solution to the smallest quantity 











of its specific re-agent. The Homeopath- 
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Having premised thus far, we shal! now io 
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ic law requires a similar specific affinity | ever see after Homeopathic treatment, 
between the disease and the medicine; such unfortunate persons, who, in conse- 
and if such affinity exist between these| quence of large doses of mercury have 
two factors, that is to say, when the right} their faces disfigured, their palate, gums, 
medicine has been chosen, the smallest | and teeth destroyed, their limbs racked by 
dose will act beneficially ; and if such| nocturnal pains, who suffer from diseased 
affinity do not exist large doses would| liver, constant excruciating headache, and 
have no beneficial effect. To illustrate | cannot expose themselves to the slightest 
this point of the Homeopathic doctrine, it| degree of cold without being affected by 
may be stated that all vital organs of the| it? Does Homeopathy ever discolor peo- 
human frame have a specific susceptibility | ples’ faces by large and continued doses 
to certain external influences, which are | of Nitrate of Silver for the cure of epi- 
perceived by them in the smallest quanti-| lepsy? Where are the Homeopathic vic- 








ties, and that a corresponding susceptibil- 
ity to its specific Homeopathic remedy | 
exists in a diseased organ. The extraor-| 
dinary liability which some persons ex- | 
hibit to be specifically affected by certain | 
things in the smallest quantity, or often 
even by quite immaterial agents which | 
are not perceived by others, a disposition | 
known under the name of idiosyncracy, | 
might also be brought forward in support 
of the efficacy of small doses of remedies, 
as a similar fact, when the specific affinily | 
between remedy and disease exists. 

The efficacy of small doses is further ex- | 
plicable by the increased sensiliveness of 
a diseased organ. The organs of hearing 
in the healthy state are little affected by 
the roar of artillery, but when inflamed, | 
the most cautious step on the softest car- 

t affects them painfully. The eye in a 
Pealthy state bears the glare of the sun 


without great inconvenience ; but when | 
inflamed, the slightest ray of light causes | 


pain. The stomach in its healthy state 
bears the coarsest aliments; but when in- 
flamed, it rejects the smallest quantity of | 
solids or liquids. Now as a Homeopathic 
medicine, when correctly chosen upon the | 
fundamental law, acts directly on the dis- | 
eased organ, it is explicable that it may | 
be perceived and have a beneficial effect, | 
even in the smallest quantity, though the 

‘same quantity would not affect a person in 
health. 

Another argument in favor of small 
Homeopathic doses, may be taken from 
the peculiar preparation of the medicines, 
by which powers, which are latent in the 
medicine in its original state, are develop- 
ed, their effects more refined, and render- 
ed more penetrating and permanent. 

The small Homeopathic doses, if the 
medicine be not correctly chosen, have 
generally but little or no effect. This is 
one of the most conspicuous advantages 
which Homeopathy has over the ordinary 
treatment, and would alone render Ho- 
meopathy one of the greatest benefits 


cannot help advancing it. 





ever conferred upon mankind. Do we 


tims of lodine, Opium, Quinine, Tartar 
emetic, and the whole host of purgative 
medicines ? It would be well if those who 
wield such mighty weapons with so little 
discrimination as to doses, and without any 
valid principle to determine their choice, 
would meditate on that subject more than 
they have hitherto done. 

Though the argument which we are 
now about to adduce, in support of the ef- 
ficeacy of small doses, is not in this in- 
stance such a one as we would prefer, we 
Who is not 
aware of the powerful effects of electricity, 
galvanism, and magnetism? Who has 
ever weighed the miasm of scarlatina, 
measles, typhus, cholera, plague, or any 
other contagious disease ! What is the 
weight of fright, joy, fear, anger, which 
may produce paralysis or apoplexy ? 


| where are the scale to weigh the swarthy 


air, which destroys armies, or unpeoples 
provinces? What is the aspect of grief, 
sorrow, or anxiety, which undermines the 
strength of body and mind? what color 
and weight have the exhalations of lead, 
which cause paralysis and colic? How 
much’ substance is absorbed by the body 
from flowers, the smell of which may pro- 
duce dizziness, faintness, nausea, or even 
apoplexy ? The approach of a eat, a load- 
stone, and so forth, sometimes produce 
very remarkable phenomena in nervous 
persons. How much of the master’s sub- 
stance is there left in his footsteps, which 
still affects the olfactory nerves of his dog 
and enables the latter to follow him an 
find him out among thousands, On the 
other hand, what a very small quantity of 
vaccine matter is there required to pro- 
duce a specific disorder, which preserves 
against smallpox; and thousands of in- 
dividuals could be vaccinated by one single 
pock, 

An additional argument in defence of 
the small doses might be derived from the 
infinite divisibility of matter ; and though 
we hold the above arguments to be suffi- 
cient to explain the efficacy and justify the 
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use of small doses in disease, we shall 
mention a few instances, proving that 
there is no a priori reason why the medi- 
cines should not exist in the highest Ho- 
mopathic preparations. ‘Those who as- 
sert the contrary, should remember that 
there is no assignable limit to the sub- 
division of matter. Thus one grain of 
gold may be divided into 4,000,000 parti- 
cles, and each of them still visible with 
the raked eye. One grain of sulphate of 
copper gives a fine azure tint toa gallon of | 
water. In this case the substance must 
be at Jeast attenuated to 10,000,000 of 
times; yet each drop of the liquid may 
contain as many colored particles distin- 
guishable by our unassisted vision. 

From the arguments now addaced it 
may be naturally inferred, that the minute 
doses adopted by Homeopathic practi- 
tioners are not the improbable things 
ordinarily supposed by the unthinking and 
unreflecting. Several other arguments 
might be adduced in proof of the same 
principle. From a priori arguments, we 
might be led to anticipate the necessity of 
giving small doses. The diseased organ 

ecomes more susceptible of the action of 
homogeneous or similar, than of hetero- 
geneous or dissimilar irritants. We may 
apply a degree of heat to the hand without 
inconvenience, which, were it burned, 
would be intolerable. The aggravation 
caused by large doses are by no means ne- 
cessary to cure. 


Before calling anything “small or 
“ great” in relation to its effects ; in other 
words, before we can set it down as 
powerful or powerless, we must ascertain 
whether the property in question depends 
on gravity oron surface. It has been taken 
for granted that the activity of a drug de- 
pends altogether on its weight—if it can 
be made apparent that the activity of a 
drug is dependent on the parts in contact 
with the body, it will be perceived a priori 
that doses insignificant in mass, but of ex- 
tensive surface, may be active, a result 
which Hahnemann and his disciples have 
i most satisfactorily by induction. 

he surface of a body may be considered 
either as physical or mathematical ; the 
physical being understood to be the sum 
of the surface of all the particles constitu- 
ting the body, while the mathematical sur- 
face means what we commonly call the 
surface, and by which we denote the sur- 
face of the outermost particles, which are 
external, or free. The physical surface of 
a body cannot be increased ty any pro- 
cess of mechanism, whereas the mathe- 





matical may be increased by every fresh 


substance which can be affected, particles 
in contact with other particles of the same 
substance now becoming external. 

Doppler, who has considered the sub- 
ject as a mathematician, concludes that, 
*« if medicines act in virtue of their mass, 
the doses used in Homeopathy must be 
inert; but if in proportion to their surface, 
they may be of tremendous potency.” 

Others pretend to explain the advan- 
tages of trituration by supposing that dur- 
ing the operation electricity, or some 
power analogous to it, becomes developed, 
and remains inseparably connected with 
the substance acted upon. M. Peltier de- 
clares that in his opinion this sufficiently 
accounts for the energy of Homeopathic 
globules. 

All attempts made to account for the 
efficacy of minute doses are incomplete. 
Numberless experiments, however, prove 
incontestibly that they do not. We shall 
conclude what we have to say on this truly 
interesting subject, with quoting a very 
rational question often proposed on the 
matter: viz. 

“ With what right do we estimate the 
effects of drugs according to their weight, 
and not much rather according to the ex- 
tent of their effective surface ? or, in other 
words, is it the interior of the drug, or is 
it those external parts which are in con- 
tact with the rest of the sensible world, 
which determines its efficacy as a drug *” 


THE ART OF HEALING 


AN INQUIRY INTO THE INFLUENCE OF MEDICAL 
SCIENCE UPON THE PUBLIC HEALTH. 


BY THOMAS L. NICHOLS, M. D. 


Tue Art or Hearne, as tanght and prac- 
ticed in this middle of the nineteenth century, 
professes to be the result of the accumulated 
wisdom of three thousand years. During all 
this period, a privileged profession has been en- 
gaged in investigating the science of life, the 
conditions of health, the causes of disease, and 
the means of cure. Many thousands of men, 
in many countries, and in all these ages, have 
made this the business of their lives ; and, in 
consideration of their devotedness to this great 
work, they have been honored and rewarded ; 
they have been considered the benefactors of 
the race, and their calling is often connected 
with the attributes of divinity. Medicine is 
said to be a noble profession, a divine art, 4 
glorious science ! 

I propose to briefly examine into the claims 
of this calling upon the gratitude of mankind, 
and the high respect, often approaching to ad- 
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oration, with which its professors have been | commerce suppressed? Might we not expect 


treated in all ages of the world. 

In pursuing this inquiry, I shall not ex- 
amine the medical history or sanatary condi- 
tion of othe. countries and times. 
open field is presented in our own city, and I 
shall need to go no further. Nowhere is the 
medical profession more numerous or more re- 
spectable. We have over six hundred regular 
physicians, and some hundreds who are consid- | 
ered irregular. We have two medical col- 
leges, of high standing, connected with our 
two universities ; and a third is just going into 
operation, We have an Academy of medi-'| 
cine, intended to collect into one burning focus 
all the medical learning and skill of the city. 
We have hospitals, cliniques, infirmaries, and 
dispensaries. In a word, there is nothing 
wanting, by which medical science can pro-| 
duce its legitimate effects upon the public 
health. 

Never had a profession greater advantages. 
No greater could be desired. Its members are 
of the highest social rank ; many of them are 
looked up to and reverenced ; they possess un- 
bounded influence, both with individuals and 
legislative bodies. Whatever law they recom- 
mend is passed—whatever they advise is speed- 
ily accomplished. There is, therefore, no lack 
of power to carry out the dictates of their wis- 
dom. 

And these doctors mean well. 
not wanting in zeal or benevolence. 


| 


They are 
I cordi- 


ally esteem the members of the medical pro- 
fession generally, for the goodness of their in- 


tentions. They are really doing what they 
believe to be their duty, according to the light 
they have. Day and night, summer and win- 
ter, they drive round the city, visiting pa- 
tients, wriling prescriptions, and trying to cure | 
the sick. They order medicines without stint. 
No new remedy, no promising experiment, es-_ 
capes them. Every few months they bring 
out some new preparation. Now it is quinine, | 
now morphine, now the hydriodate of potassa, | 
now cod-liver oil. They are indefatigable. 
Their dispensatories contain thousands of rem- | 
edies—and four hundred druggists, with their 
assistants, are employed the year round, in| 
preparing and dealing out these medicines. | 
We pay two millions of dollars a year in doc- | 
tors’ bills, and certainly not less than a million | 
more for drugs. 

Let us now turn for a moment to the result. | 
Let us ask what might naturally be expected | 
of such a body of men—so learned, so wise, so | 
benevolent, so well organized, and so power- | 
ful? Might we not expect to find the popula- 
tion of this city surrounded with all the condi- 
tions of health, fully iastructed in hygienic 
principles, and never ignorantly violating the 
laws of life? Might we not expect a pure and 
healthy atmosphere, free from all pestilential 
nuisances ; perfect ventilation in all our public 
edifices and private dwellings ; markets care- 
fully inspeeted and supplied with none but 
healthy food; all diseasing adulterations in 





A wide and | the vital forces ? 


to find a general state of health, in the young 
and middle-aged, and death the result, with 
rare exceptions, of a gradual wearing out of 
Such a state of things would 
be worthy of the medical profession, and such 
must be the natural result of true medical sci- 
ence. 

It is time now to come to the facts. We 
have intimated what might and ought to be— 
let us turn to the public records of the city— 
to the Report of the City Inspector to ascer- 
tain what really is. In that report, I find that 
during the year 1849, there died of various di- 
seases in this city, over TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND 
persons, and that of all that number, only two 
hundred and twenty-four died a natural death 
—the only truly natural death of old age. I 
find tha! of that twenty-two thousand, rweLve 
THOUSAND, or more than one-half, were child- 


| ren, of whom far the greater number died be- 


fore they were five years old. Here begins 
the contrast between what is and what ought 
to be—between our reasonable expectations 
and the terrible reality. 

We may estimate the amount of sickness 
from the number of deaths, if we atiow that 
one case of si -kness in ten is fatal, we have an 
aggregate of two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand cases of sickness in New-York in a sing'» 
year, cases which it ought to be the business 
of medical science to prevent. All this sick- 
ness, pain, and distress, must be the result of 
causes, which it is the province of medical sci- 
ence to remove. But the causes remain, and 
here are the melancholy—the terrible conse- 
quences. We are surrounded by death-deal- 
ing nuisances ; there is almost universal igno- 
ranuce of the laws of health ; sickness is in all 
our dwellings, and death cuts off half of all 
that are born in the very flower of existence ; 
while barely one in a hundred lives to the nat- 
ural age of man, and dies a natural death. 
And this is the result of our boasted medical 
science, our noble profession, and the accumu- 
lated wisdom of three thousand yeare ? 

I shall go into no argument to prove that 
children are born—that they may grow up, 
become healthy, well-developed men and wom- 
en, live to a good old age, and go down to the 
grave like a shock of corn fully ripe. This is 
the natural destiny of man, and it is the ob- 
ject of medical science to enable him to ac- 
complish that destiny. We see how medicine 
fulfils its objects. This is the way—of the 
children who died in this city in 1849, there 
were 4452 of one year old and under, and 
nearly ten thousand under five years of age. 
Read this, professors of our two medical col- 
leges ; read this, ye six hundred regular physi- 
cians and four hundred druggists ; ponder this, 
Academy of Medicine! Look into the little 
graves of ten thousand innocents, in one single 
year the victims of your ignorance, your mal- 
practice, or your neglect. I charge upon you 
this terrible mortality, But for you, and the 
trust reposed in you, it would have been pre- 
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vented. You have kept the people in igno- 
rance—you have taught them to place a blind 
trust in your science and skill ; and here is the 


awful result. The time has come when you | 


must answer for this at the bar of public 
opinion. This is no idle declamation. Here 
are the facts and the figures, and there is no 
getting away from their purport. Until the 
medical profession have done their whole duty 
in enlightening the people as to the cause of 
disease ; until they have exerted their whole 
influence in surrounding people with the con- 
ditions of health, a large portion of this sick- 
ness and premature mortality must be charged 
to their neglect ; and until they learn how to 
treat disease more successfully, a large portion 
must also be attributed to their ignorance, 

The medical profession, as now constituted, 
and in its present position with regard to pub- 
lic health, resembles a band of wreckers dis- 
tributed along a reef-lined coast, where vessels 
are continnally driving ashore. It is their duty 
to warn the mariners of their danger, and to 
show them how to steer to avoid it ; but this 
duty they neglect, contenting themselves with 
rude effurts to rescue, and successful ones to 
plunder, such as are washed ashore. Physi- 
cians have shrouded the simple science of 
physiology in mystery. Far from warning 
men of the danger of violating the laws of life, 
they have hung out fulse lights, by giving them 
confidenée in the power of medicines ; and af- 
ter neglecting the public health, they have in- 
creased the number and the mortality of dis- 
eases, by the administration of poisons, in a 
thousand deadly combinations. 

On these high grounds, I arraign the science 
of medicine, as taught in the schools, and the 
profession of medicine, as self-constituted reg- 
ular, as potent causes of the pervadiug dis- 
ease and premature mortality that afflicts this 
commanity. I charge upon the medical pro- 
fession, as sanctioned by our legislatures and 
fostered by our universities, the diseases which 
fill our city with tribulation, and this frightful 
array of premature mortality, which makes 
our dwellings resound with lamentation and 
wo Where all might be joy, and comfort, 
and health, medicine, by its acts and its ne- 
glects, brings sorrow und desolation, and spreads 
the pall of mourning over the innocence of 
childhood, the loveliness of budding woman- 
hood, and the etrength and maturity of man.— 
Water Cure Journal. 


DAILY PRAYER OF A PHYSICIAN 
BEFORE HE VISITS HIS 
PATIENTS. 

Written in the Twelfth Century. 
Translated from the German by Dr. Roth. 


Auu-Bountirut ! Thou hast with infinite 
wisdom formed man’s body. Thou hast com- 
bined in it ten thousand times ten thousand in- 





struments, which are incessantly active, in or- 
der to conserve, and to nourish the beautiful 


| Whole, the cabinet that enshrines the Immor- 


tal; they are perpetually but silently working 
full of order, harmony, aud accordance. But if 
this harmony be troubled by the frailty of the 
flesh, or by the licentiousness of the passions 
the forces begin to disagree, and the body falls 
down in its primitive dust. Thou sendest 
then, to man thy beneficial messengers, the 
diseases, which announce to him the approach- 
ing danger, and compels him to expel them in 
time. 

Through thy earth, thy rivers, thy mountains 
Thou hast interfused wholesome substances, 
which are able to alleviate the sufferings of 
thy creatures, and to avert their destruction. 

Thou hast given to man the wisdom of 
knowing man’s body, and of recognising its or- 
ganization as well when in harmony as iu dis- 
cord. ‘Thou hast given him the sagacity to ex- 
tract those salutary substances from their repo- 
sitories, to investigate their virtues, and to pre- 
pare and employ them according to every disease. 

Thine Eternal foresight has chosen even me 
to watch over the life and the health of thy 
creatures. I now prepare myself for this my 
work. Assist me, All-bountiful! in this high 
vocation, that it may be useful, because witn- 
out thy help even the smallest thing cannot 
become usefulto man. Quicken me with the 
love of my art and of thy creatures. Do not 
allow that the desire of gain or of reputation be 
the ruling motive of my professional exertious ; 
because such things as gain and renown, 
when they are unduly sought, are opposed to 
truth and philanthropy, and they might easily 
seduce me from the right path in my high vo- 
cation of benefitting thy children. 

Keep up the strength both of my body and 
soul, that they may always be indefatigably 
ready to serve the rich and the poor, the good 
and the bad, the friend and the enemy. 

Let me in the sufferer always see only the 
man, as Thou seest also the man, the rich and 
poor, the good and bad, the friend and the ene- 
my. Conserve my reason healthily aud evenly, 
in order that it may understand the present, and 
rightly guess the absent. Suffer it not to sink ; 
keep it from overlooking the visible, and no less 
keep it from soaring too high over it, and from 
seeing what it should overlook ; because very 
fine and imperceptible are the lines and limits 
in the great art of watching over the life and 
health of thy creatures. 

Permit that my spirit may always be self- 
centered near the bed of the patient, that no 
foreign subjects may disturb it; that all that 
experience and meditation have engraved 
therein, may be present to it, and nothing may 
trouble it in its action, because great and holy 
are the tranquil actions of conserving the life 
and health of thy creatures. 

Grant to my patients, confidence in me and 
in my art, and obedience to my prescriptions. 
Banish from their beds ail pretenders who might 
spoil what I have done well, All-bountiful ' 
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with thy help; banish the crowd of advising 
kinswomen, sagacious women as they are call- 
ed, forthey area cruel people, who spoil by 
their vanity the best successes of the great 
and holy art, and who by their interference 
often prepare death for thy creatures. — 

If wiser physicians instruct me, and wish to 
assist me with counsel, then let my mind be 
thankful and obedient, ior the extent of the 
art is immense, aud nobody sees what every 
one sees. But if unwise men blame and ridi- 
cule me, then let the love of my art surround 
like a breast-plate my spirit, that it may stead- 
ily persevere in the recognised truth, without 
any regard to renown, age and respect, be- 
cause compliance would be in this case vicious, 
and might be the cause of death, at my hands, 
of thy suffering creatures. 

Grant to my heart softness and tolerance 
towards ill-humored unfriendly patients, and 
elder colleagues, who, proud of the number of 
their years, might be disposed to thrust me 
away, or rule and govern me. Let their good 
be useful to me, because they know certainly 
many things unknown to me ; but let their ar- 
rogauce be harmless to my tranquillity, because 
they are old, and age is unfortunately not al- 
ways master of stupidity and passion. I also 


hope to become old in this nether-world before 
Thee, All-bountiful ! 

In all things bestow on me frugality, except- 
ing in the art, herein never let me consider 


myself to possess enough. Let the thought, 
“Thou knowest and canst do all,” be always 
a wholesome check on me. 

Grant me strength, impulse, leisure, and the 
opportunity of rectifying and enriching my 
knowledge. Although the art is immensely 
great, sull also man’s reason can be infinitely 
widened ; it extends always more and more, 
It discovers to-day many errors in the science 
of yesterday, and to-morrow it will discover 
the knowledge of to-day to be full of faults. 

All-bountiful ! thou hast chosen me to watch 
over the life and death of thy creatures. Now 
1 am about to begin my vocation. 

Assist me during my day-working, that it 
may be useful ; for without thy assistance even 
the smallest thing is of no use. Let me be 
enlightened by the rays, which are more beau- 
ifully emanating from Thee, than from the 
finger-tips of any blessing-priest on this vale. 

{The author of this prayer is Moses Ben 
Maimonides, (born at Cordova in Spain, in 
the year 1139,) adisciple of Averroes. Moses 
Mendelssohn translated it into German, but it 
i$ not to be found in his works. For the first 
lime it was published in the Abend Zeitung, 
1840, and the following year ix the Ailgem. 
Hom. Zeitung, from which also the present 
hote is taken.—T'r. ] 


MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 


Tne bubble has at length burst, and all the 
noe and fuss made about the “ Cholera fun- 





gi,” “annular riugs,’ and what not, have 
come to nothing. We would give our read- 
ers a brief analysis of the report of the College 
of Physicians’ Committee on the subject, which 
has just come out, but that, in pity to them, 
we scruple to sicken them longer by such 
crude, unmeaning trash. ‘The committe ap- 
pointed by the College have agreed, after mi- 
nute and lengthened investigation, that the 
bodies in rice-water dejections have no rela- 
tion whatever to Cholera. ‘The committe in- 
stituted experiments for the purpose of detect- 
ing the presence of these much-talked-of bo- 
dies, both in the common atmosphere, and in 
the water of localities infested with Cholera ; 
and the following are the results as given by 
them :— 

1. Bodies presenting the characteristic forms 
of the so-calied Cholera fungi are not to be de- 
tected in the air, and, as far as our experi- 
ments have gone, not in the drinking water of 
infected places. 

2. lt is established that, under the term 
* annular bodies,” and ** Cholera cells or fungi,” 
there have been confounded many objects of 
various and totally distinct natures. 

3. A large portion of these have been traced 
to substances taken as food or medicine. 

4. ‘The origin of others is still doubtful, but 
these are clearly not fungi. 

5. All the more remarkable forms are to be 
detected in the intestinal evacuations of per- 
sons laboring under diseases totally different 
in their nature from Cholera. 

Such are the valuable results attained after 
all the noise made now for the last months. 

How far different the method of proceeding 
adopted by the disciples of Homa@opathy! In- 
stead of such wili-o’-the-wisp pursuits, they 
have made their first and most especial care 
to investigate the mode of meeting the signs 
and symptoms of this malignant disease by ap- 
propriate remedies. Long experience has 
taught them the futility of hunting after the 
causes of disease, for the purpose of basing on 
the knowledge of them a scientific treatment ; 
and that the ovly basis on which a rational 
treatment can be founded, is that side of the 
disease which is manifest ; or, in other words, 
the symptoms in their totality, such as describ- 
ed by the patient, and discovered by the tact 
of the physician. Looking for any other clue 
to direct the treatment of the disease is all 
moonshine, as experience, dear-bought experi- 
ence, has recently proved in the case of Chol- 
era, by the crowds of widows and of orphans 
which meet our view in every quarter, 

We shall conclude our observations on this 
matter by simply stating, that while the par- 
tizans of the old school of medicine, feeling 
the uncertainty of their system of treating dis- 
ease, seek for means to guide and direct them, 
in the atmosphere, the clouds, the moon, and 
stars; and then amuse themselves and their 
followers, whilst malignant disease is mowing 
down its victims ali around; the Homeo- 
pathic practitioner, fully confiding in the glo- 











rious and unerring certainty of his system will 
still continue to seek his guide of treatment 
where it is surest to be found, viz., in the signs 
and symptoms afforded by his patient. With 
respect to Cholera, he has done so; and with 
what result? Whilst the mortality, under the 
old practice was full fifty per cent., that under 
Homeopathy has been on an average, from 
ten to twenty-five per cent. 

These are facts, well attested facts, and no 
mistake whatever about them— Hom. Times. 


MORAL MAXIMS. 

‘* Every species of intolerance,” says Arch- 
deacon Paley, “ which enjoins suppression 
and silence, and every species of precaution 
which enforces such injunctions, 1 adverse 
to the progress of truth; forasmuch as it 
causes that to be fixed by one set of men at 
one time, which is much better and with 
much more probability of success, left to the 
independent and progressive inquiries of sepa- 
rate individuals. ‘Truth results from discus- 
sion and from controversy ; is investigated by 
the labors and researches of private persons. 
Whatever, therefore, prohibits these, obstructs 
that industry and that liberty which it is the 
common interest of mankind to promote.” 


Tue truth is, men have either judged for 
themselves, as well as they were able, after 
hearing both sides of a question,—or else have 
froin the first relied wholly on the authority 
of some particular person or party. But most 
men—alas! I know not why—prefer to rest 
in error, and defend with pertinacity their 
cherished dogmas, than to examine without 
bigotry, and seek out what is rational and 
most consistent.—Cicero. 

J. F. DESILVER, 
112 Main-st., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Is the Agent for the West, of the Homeopathic Phar- 
macy at Leipsic, Physiciens and others can always 
be supplied at this establichment with pure medicines 
adupted to the Homaopathic system of treatment ; 
medicine chests suited to Dr. Hering’s Domestic Physi- 
cian ; refined sugar of milk, &c. Also Agent for the 
American Journal of Homeopathy, edited by Dr. 


Kirsy, New-York ; a monthly publication at One 
Dollar a year—and ndapted to lay readers, 

J. EDW. STOHLMANN, 
DEALER IN 
Homeopathic Medicines and Books, 
No, 24 North Williom Street, at the junction of 
Chatham Street, New- Y ork, 

Respectfally informs Homeopathic physicians and the 
friends of » # system, that he keeps constantly on hand 
a general assortment of genuine Medicines, either in 
tinctures, triturations, dilutions, or medicated globules, 
imported from the Central Pharmacy at Leipzig; as 
well as Physicians’ and Family Medicine Chests, adapt- 
ed to the domestic wurks of Drs. Hering, Laurie, Epps, 
Chepmell, Hempel, &c., viz: of 10, 27, 48, 58, 60, a2 
260, and 415 remedies; also, refined Sngar of Milk, pure 
Globules, Arnica Plaster, &c., &c. ; also a complete as- 
sortment of ALL the Homeopathic works published in 
this country as well as m Europe, at the publishers’ 
prices. Orders from the country will be promptly at- 
tended to. Booksellers and venders supplied | at the most 

reasonable rates. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, 


Located in Filbert Street, above Eleventh, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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annually on the first Monday of November, and con- 
tinue until the first of March ensuing. 
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Cates B. Marruews, M.D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics. : 

Wittiam 8. Hetmura, M.D., Professor of Homeo- 
pathic Institutes, and the Practice of Medicine. 

Samuet Freepvey, M. D., Professor of Botany an? 
Medical Jurisprudence. , 

Cuartes Netpmarp, M.D., Professor of Clinical 
Medicine. 

Watrer Wituamson, M.D., Professor of Obstet- 
rics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Atvan E. Smatt, M.D., Professor of Physiology 
and Pathology. 

Matrnew Sempte, M.D., Professor of Chemistry 
and Toxicology. 

Francis Sims, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

Witcram A. Garpiner, M.D., Professor of Ana- 
tomy. 

J. B. Pernerseriver, M.D., Demonstrator of Ane 
tomy. 

Ww. Wittiamson, M.D, Dean, 80 North Eleventh 
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DR. H. F. DAVIS’ 


HOM@OPATHIC PHARMACY, 

125 Main-st. between Third § Fourth-sis., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Doctor Davis has just opened his establishment, and 
trusts that Physicians of the West will respond to his 
efforts to meet their wants, by sending in their orders; 
he assures them that all! his articles are of the most rel- 
able quality, and at prices offering inducements to deal 
with bim. Nearly all his medicines are from the Cen- 
tra! Leipzig Pharmacy. 

Dr. D, intends to keep st Books, and the Medi- 
cines in their various formsef Tinctures, Triturations, 
and Dilutions; also corks, labels, vials, sugar of wiik, 
globules, pocket cases, &e. ‘ 

Family Medicine Chests, with Books to correspond, 
in great variety, to suit the taste and means of e!l. 


Dr. H. F. Davis, 125 Main-street, Cincinnati, is our 
Agent for this Journal. Subseriptions paid to him will 
" be duly adinowledged. 
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